
Handbells:

The Art of Percussing
Handbell History, Playing and Future 



History of Handbells

• China, Rome, Iraq, 1600 B.C.

• First materials were gourds to 
wood

• Rituals, ceremonial, public 
announcements

• “Modern” version: England, 
17th century

• Hand ringing began for math!

https://www.britannica.com/art/percussion-instrument



“Modern Day” 

Handbell evolution

Bell Tower

o 1660 William and Robert 
Cor cast first tuned bell

o 18th century England 
handbells for playing

o 19th century Bells come 
to U.S. 

o 20th century Bell choirs 
begin to form in U.S.

https://www.britannica.com/art/percussion-instrument

Handbell 



What is a Handbell? 

• “Bell” that is held in the hand in an upright position

• Range in size from 7 oz to 18 pounds

• Castings are made of a Bronze metal alloy of Copper and Tin

• Clapper on a spring that is adjustable

• 2 primary Manufacturers in U.S. 

• Malmark

• Schulmerich



Clapper

Spring / Rocker

Strike point / 

jewelers mark 



Techniques in Ringing

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDDFAb1899w&list=RDQM
vT-TodPMl9k&index=12

• Ringing (shake / gyro / shimmer / Thumb damp) 

• 4 in Hand (4iH)

• Malleting (table / suspended)

• Mart / Mart lift / Echo / Pluck

• Singing Bell 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDDFAb1899w&list=RDQMvT-TodPMl9k&index=12
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The Range of Skills

The Range of Skills

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lg9bSbfFV1Y&list=RDQMv
T-TodPMl9k&start_radio=1

 Bourgade Catholic H.S. “Someone Like You” 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sO_Mh2xVoig

 St. Olaf College “Compassion” 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPfCthM1wIE

 Raleigh Ringers “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
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Variety in Handbell Music & Playing

• Walk off the Earth “Old Town Road”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hRXv_VU35Lw

• Piano Guys with Wesley Bell Ringers “Ode to Joy to the World”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyVEKsNFDjw

• Forte Handbell Quartet “Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_Q-YkwJ8TM
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More Music Please……
• Not just for Christmas

• Versatility in Groups that play

• Professional Choirs

• Community / Church Choirs

• Versatility in music that is played

• Variety of Holidays (Religious & Secular) 

• Weddings

• Funerals

• Social & Civic Events

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyLU7UHDzLk (Forte – O Come Emmanuel)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIoZL_9_7zY (Queen City Bronze)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyLU7UHDzLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIoZL_9_7zY


Future of Handbells

➢New England Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers

➢American Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers (AGEHR)

➢Handbell Musicians of 
America (HMA) 

• https://handbellmusicians.org/

https://handbellmusicians.org/
https://handbellmusicians.org/


Handbell Musicians of 
America

National Seminar 2026

Sharonville 
Convention 

Center

July 14th   6:00 pm



Come on up 

and see the 

handbells
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