
OLLI February 2, 2023 

CCM 

www.ccm.uc.edu 

Friday, 2/3 and Saturday, 2/4, 8:00, and Sunday, 2/5, 2:00, Cohen Theater, tickets. Brett Scott, 

conductor 

• Henry Purcell, Dido and Aeneas 

https://youtu.be/b3k-7gtieH8     

 

• Puccini, Gianni Schicchi 

https://youtu.be/GcH-2uHqLBs     

 

Tuesday, 2/7, 7:30, Werner Hall, free. Sӕunn Thorsteinsdottir, cello 

• Interview 

https://youtu.be/nubEP73JgjE 

 

• teaching/performing Bach’s suites 

https://youtu.be/-un3ulE47ng 

 

CSO 

www.cincinnatisymphony.org 

Friday, 2/3, 11:00 and Saturday, 2/4, 7:30, tickets. Louis Langrée, conductor; George Li, piano 

• Chen Giang, The Five Elements 

https://youtu.be/aGyaemEWYFI 

 

• Saint-Saëns, Piano Concerto No. 2 

https://youtu.be/_YRUwlK331I 

 

• Zhou Tian, The Palace of Nine Perfections 

https://youtu.be/kQkGxe-k_bE 

 

• Ravel, Rhapsodie espagnole 

https://youtu.be/o-OFw9nhr40 
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Friday, 2/3, 4:00, Music Hall Wilks Studio, tickets (free but tickets required). An African Epic, 

film, with Mark Lomax jazz trio 

https://youtu.be/92TmqkdlocA 

 

Catacoustic Consort 

https://www.catacoustic.com/catacoustic-consort 

Sunday, 2/5, 7:00, First Presbyterian Church, Yellow Springs 45387, tickets. Annalisa Pappano, 

lirone; Elizabeth Motter, Baroque harp; Melissa Harvey, soprano 

https://youtu.be/7rDcLcK-rKA 

Cry, my tired eyes, and move the heart of the one who hardens herself to my pain. And if the water 

of tears cannot move her somewhat, of my soul, which languishes, eyes spill forth, weep with blood. 

 

Saint Thomas Episcopal 

bachensemble.org 

Sunday, 2/5, 5:00 (lecture 4:30), free. 100 Miami Avenue 45174. Bach Ensemble; Dwight Parry, 

oboe 

• Domenico Cimaroso, Oboe Concerto 

https://youtu.be/qDEQS9BBUnQ 

 

• Philip Stoppard, Magnificat 

https://youtu.be/bMlUCUQypi0 
 

• Bach, Cantata WV 92 “Ich habe in Gottes und Sein” 

Https://youtu.be/PdVmAjZeWGs 

 

Cincinnati Contemporary Jazz Orchestra 

www.cincinnatijazz.org 

Sunday, 2/5, 2:00, First Unitarian Church, 536 Linton Street 45219, tickets. Jazz@First: Classical 

Crossover—Rick VanMatre, saxophone; Phil DeGreg, piano 
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HYDE PARK METHODIST 

Hyde Park Community UMC (hydeparkchurch.org) 

Sunday, 2/5, 4:00, free. 1345 Grace Avenue 45208. David von Behren, organ 

• Marcel Dupré, Evocation, III 

https://youtu.be/tngV0o2FKLU 

 

• Bach, Sinfonia from Cantata BWV 29 

https://youtu.be/1Csynke0maE 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Dido and Aeneas  
 
Scene I.  The Palace 
The Trojan war is over.  Aeneas and his people have found themselves in Carthage after a 
treacherous sea voyage.  His destiny, as decreed by the Gods, is to found Rome, but he has 
become obsessed with Dido, Queen of Carthage.  Her sister and confidante, Belinda, and other 
optimistic courtiers urge her to enjoy her good fortune, but the young widow Dido is 
anxious.  Aeneas arrives to ask the Queen, again, to give herself to him.  Belinda notices, with 
relief that Dido seems to be capitulating.  Dido and Aeneas leave together.  Love triumphs. 
 
Scene 2.  The Cave 
The evil Sorceress summons her colleagues to make big trouble in Carthage.  Dido must be 
destroyed before sunset.  Knowing of Aeneas’ destiny to sail to Italy, the Sorceress decides to 
send a Spirit disguised as Mercury to tell him he must depart immediately.  Since Dido and 
Aeneas and the rest are out on a hunt, the witches plan to make a storm to spoil the lovers’ fun 
and send everyone back home.  The witches cast their spell. 
 
Scene 3.  The Grove 
Dido and Aeneas make love.  Another triumph for the hero.  The royal party enters and tells as 
story for Aeneas’ benefit.  Dido senses the approaching storm.  Belinda, ever practical, 
organizes the trip back to the palace.  Aeneas is accosted by the false Mercury with this 
command: “Leave Carthage Now.”  He accepts his orders, then wonders how to break the news 
to Dido.  He is worried. 
 
Scene 4.  The Ships 
Aeneas and the Trojans prepare for the journey.  The Sorceress and her witches are quite 
pleased to see that their plot is working.  Once Aeneas has sailed they will conjure an ocean 
storm.  They are proud of themselves. 
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Scene 5.  The Palace 
Dido sees the Trojans preparing their ships.  Aeneas tries to explain his predicament and offers 
to break his vow in order to stay with her.  Dido is appalled by his hypocrisy.  She sends him 
away and contemplates the inevitability of death.  “Remember me but forget my fate.”  Dido 
dies. 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Gianni Schicchi 

Setting: Florence, Italy 

In an elegant chamber in medieval Florence, all the relatives have gathered around the bed of 

the rich patriarch Buoso Donati. After a long illness, he has died. As they piously express their 

love and devotion for the recently departed, it’s clear they are all interested in just one thing: 

the contents of his will. 

     All have hopes for a legacy, and all have fears that others will beat them to it. Buoso’s 

brother-in-law, Betto, has heard that the old man has left everything to a monastery, and this 

sends the relatives scrambling to find the will. But Buoso’s young nephew Rinuccio believes he 

has been well remembered and hopes his inheritance will enable him to marry his beloved 

Lauretta, the daughter of Gianni Schicchi. 

     As newcomers in the clannish city of Florence, Schicchi and Lauretta are frowned upon by 

most of Buoso’s family. When Rinuccio finds the will, he withholds the contents until his 

snobbish cousins accept his engagement to Lauretta. They agree, but with one condition: A 

legacy from Buoso must leave the couple respectably rich in the eyes of their Florentine 

neighbors. 

     With Schicchi and Lauretta on the way, the will is unfurled, and its contents leave the family 

moaning in amazed disappointment: Betto was right. And after all, what need has a monastery 

for such riches? With wealth seemingly so close yet out of reach, the real bereavement begins. 

No one can think of a remedy, and an alliance with Schicchi is now unthinkable. When he 

arrives with Lauretta, father and daughter are shunned…at first. But Gianni Schicchi is nothing if 

not crafty. The love-struck Lauretta pleads with him, and Schicchi—despite wanting nothing to 

do with the Donatis—agrees to look at Buoso’s will to see what might be done. Unfortunately, 

the arrangements seem ironclad. Unless… 

     First, Schicchi sends Lauretta out of the room, protecting her from knowledge of his scheme. 

Then, confirming that only those present know of Buoso’s death, Schicchi orders the body 

removed. Ready to take Buoso’s place on the deathbed, he instructs the relatives to send for 

the notary. When he reveals his plan to impersonate Buoso and dictate a new will before 

“dying,” the entire family unites, overcoming all complications and even helping him with the 



disguise, even though—as Schicchi reminds them—the punishment for falsifying a will is exile 

from Florence and loss of a hand. When the notary arrives, Schicchi histrionically dictates a new 

will, declaring all previous versions invalid. As the bequests mount, so do the family’s tense 

expectations. When he declares that Buoso’s house and the bulk of his estate are to be 

bequeathed to his “devoted friend Gianni Schicchi,” they are outraged. In the presence of their 

notary, the horrified family is helpless—but Schicchi now has the dowry he needs to unite his 

daughter with the man who loves her. 

     As the opera draws to a close, Gianni Schicchi turns to us in the audience, asking us to agree 

that Buoso’s wealth could find no better purpose. And could any daughter’s loving father 

disagree? Though the immortal Dante consigned this schemer to hell, when he begs our 

forgiveness, it is hard to say no. 

Bob Zierolf 

zierolrl@gmail.com 

Brian O’Donnell:  Remembering Dick Waller 

https://soundcloud.com/user-298161760/brian-odonnell-remembering-dick-waller 

  

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-298161760/brian-odonnell-remembering-dick-waller

