
How To Get Your Students Ready for 
the Presidential Election

UC Votes



Learning objectives

By the end of this training, you should be able to: 
● Articulate the importance of assisting students 

with voting this election cycle
● Help students to check their voter registration 

statuses 
● Assist students with registering to vote
● Provide information to students on voting methods 

and voter ID
● Help students to access voter education materials 

and resources

So-so



Bad News
& 

Good News



Bad news

● Since 2016, our on-campus voter registration 
and voting rates have plummeted

○ In 2016, 3121 individuals were registered to vote in 
precinct 12-B, and 1846 voted (59.1% voting rate)

○ In 2023, only 550 individuals were registered to vote 
in precinct 12-B, and only 25 of them voted (4.55% 
voting rate)

○ Precinct 12-B had the lowest voting rate out of all 
precincts in Hamilton County in 2023 

● Between 2016 and 2020, the youth voter 
turnout in Ohio increased by 5%, from 44% in 
2016 to 49% in 2020

● As a result, we would have expected a 5% 
increase in turnout between 2016 and 2020– 
but instead we saw a 41.1% decrease in 
turnout 



Good news

● Our overall voter registration and voting 
rates are much higher

○ Data from TurboVote suggests that we had a 
58% voter registration rate and a 53% voter 
turnout rate among eligible voters in 2022

○ The median voter registration rate for colleges in 
2022 was ~69%, and the median turnout rate 
was ~55%

● The Hamilton County Board of Elections 
said that they will consider redrawing the 
precinct lines for 12-B to include our 
on-campus housing facilities located in 
12-C and 12-E!



We need you!

● All of us have the responsibility to 
ensure that our students are 
registered to vote and educated on 
how to vote

● UC Votes alone cannot ensure that 
all 51,000 students are able to vote

● It takes a village! 



1: Check Voter 
Registration Status



Check voter registration status

● Encourage students to visit 
uc.turbovote.org to look up their voter 
registration statuses 

● There is a TurboVote widget embedded on 
the UC Votes website on uc.edu

● You can also download and print our 
TurboVote poster via the UC Votes 
website on uc.edu

● Many students will mistakenly assume 
that they were registered to vote in high 
school

● Students could have be purged from voter 
rolls if they skipped elections



Check voter registration status



Check voter registration status



Check voter registration status



Check voter registration status



2: Register to Vote



Register to vote: Home address

● Students from all states can register to 
vote online using their home address via 
uc.turbovote.org

● In order to do so, they will likely need the 
last four digits of their social security 
number or their state ID number

● They can only register to vote online in 
Ohio if they have an Ohio state ID or 
driver’s license

● If your student doesn’t have an Ohio ID, 
they will need to register to vote using a 
paper voter registration card



Register to vote: Home address



Register to vote: Home address



Register to vote: Home address

● Do not fill in the form for them/ do not 
edit the form for them

● If you collect the form from them, it 
must be turned in to their county’s 
Board of Elections within 10 days

● Students should use blue or black ink
● Instruct students to check a box next to 

“I am”, next to #1, and #2
● If the student is a first-time voter, they 

will fill out numbers 3-11, and 14
● They will fill out 12 and 13 only if they 

were previously registered to vote in 
Ohio



Register to vote: Home address

● Ignore the “for board use only” section
● Make sure they write down their 

county and not USA in box 8
● Make sure they provide either the last 

4 digits of their social OR their Ohio ID 
number in box 10

● Make sure they sign and put today’s 
date (not their birthday)

● Once completed, the form can be 
mailed to their county’s Board of 
Elections or it can be dropped off at 
the mailbox in front of the Center for 
Community Engagement (Stratford 19)



Register to vote: Home address

FAQs: 
● Q: Can the student fill out a voter 

registration card if they are currently 
17 years old? 

○ A: They can complete it if they will be 18 
by November 5

● Q: Is there a deadline to turn in a 
voter registration card? 

○ A: Voter registration cards must be 
turned in by October 7



Register to vote: Campus address

● Students can register to vote with a campus 
address if they presently intend to return to the 
university following a significant break like 
winter break or summer break

● The student gets to decide where they would 
like to register to vote; you cannot tell them 
where to register to vote

● Again, students must fill out a paper voter 
registration card to register to vote with a 
campus address

● Campus addresses can be found on the UC 
Votes website or using the QR code to the 
right

Campus housing 
physical addresses



3: Choose Voting 
Methods & Voter ID



3: Voting Methods

● There are 3 voting methods in Ohio: 
○ Method #1: Voting early in-person

■ Could be useful for students who don’t plan 
on having time to vote in-person on Election 
Day

■ Students must provide a valid form of ID in 
order to vote early in-person

■ Early voting in Ohio begins on October 8 
county Boards of Elections

Hamilton County 
Board of Elections



3: Voting Methods

● There are 3 voting methods in Ohio: 
○ Method #2: Voting by mail

■ Could be useful for students who don’t have 
access to a valid state of Ohio ID or a passport 
because it only requires you to document the last 
4 digits of your social 

■ Students should complete, print and sign the 
absentee ballot application (top QR code to the 
right) and return it by mail or in-person to their 
county’s Board of Elections 

■ If the student lives on campus, refer them to the 
“voting addresses for campus housing facilities” 
page to identify the mailing address for their 
absentee ballot application (bottom QR code to 
the right)

Absentee ballot 
request application

Voting addresses for campus 
housing facilities



3: Voting Methods

● There are 3 voting methods in Ohio: 
○ Method #2: Voting by mail

■ Applications must be received by their county’s Board 
of Elections by October 29; you may provide them a 
stamp for their application

● Waiting until October 29 to turn in your 
application is not advised, as voted ballots 
MUST be received by their county’s Board of 
Elections by November 9

■ Once they receive their absentee ballot in the mail, 
they must fill it out and put the correct number of 
stamps on their absentee ballot envelope; one stamp 
per page of ballot; stamps can be purchased at the 
UC Bookstore or at the Corryville Post Office

● You cannot provide them stamps for their voted 
absentee ballots– this is illegal 

■ Absentee ballots are due to county Boards of 
Elections by November 9

Absentee ballot 
request application

Voting addresses for campus 
housing facilities



3: Voting Methods

● When filling out the application, the student should use 
blue or black ink 

● They can’t request an absentee ballot for a primary 
election and the general election using the same form

● Do not fill this out for the student, and do not tell them what 
to write down

● Required aspects are highlighted; tell them to follow the 
numbers

● Make sure they write down their county and not USA in 
question #3

● Make sure they provide a form of identification for question 
#6 and that they check the November General Election box 
for question 7

● Encourage them to provide contact information in case 
something is wrong with the form

● Encourage them to sign up the be a poll worker



3: Voting Methods

● There are 3 voting methods in Ohio: 
○ Method #3: In-person on Election Day

■ Could be useful for students who have enough time 
to vote in-person on Election Day and for those who 
have a valid form of voter ID

■ Polls are open in Ohio from 6:30AM- 7:30PM; note 
that Election Day is a reading day at UC, so there are 
no classes on Election Day

■ Students should check their voter registration status 
so they can find their polling location; you can confirm 
your voter registration information using TurboVote 
(top QR code) and you can confirm your polling 
location using Vote.org (bottom QR code)

■ Note that you can sign up for election reminders via 
TurboVote

■ Tell students to bring anything they might need while 
they wait in line (water, snacks)

uc.turbovote.org

Vote.org



3: Voting Methods

● There are 3 voting methods in Ohio: 
○ Method #3: In-person on Election Day

■ Tell them that if they are in line to vote at 7:30PM, 
they should NOT leave the line! 

■ Let them know that if the poll workers are unable 
to find their voter registration information, they 
have a constitutional right to a provision ballot; 
provisional ballots will be counted if the Board of 
Elections verifies their OH state ID number or the 
last 4 digits of their social security number, which 
must happen by the 4th day after the election 

■ Tell students to put the Election Protection Hotline 
in their phones: 1-866-OUR-VOTE

■ The Greater Cincinnati Voter Collaborative is 
providing free rides to the polls on Election Day 
(and for early in-person voting)

uc.turbovote.org

Vote.org



3: Voter ID

● Students will need to bring their voter identification if they 
vote early in-person or if they vote in-person on Election 
Day

● The following are the only acceptable voter IDs in Ohio: 
○ Unexpired Ohio driver's license: commercial, 

motorcycle, probationary, interim, temporary, or 
restricted

○ Unexpired Ohio issued ID card-- will be issued by 
the state for free**

○ US military ID card
○ Ohio issued National Guard ID card
○ US issued Department of Veterans Affairs ID card
○ Unexpired US passport or passport card



3: Voter ID

● The address on the voter ID does not need to match the voter's 
registration address

● The Ohio BMV will issue State of Ohio ID Cards for FREE to 
anyone 17 or older who does not have a driver's license; this is 
important for students who wish to register to vote using an 
on-campus address

○ Out of state students who are registered to vote in Ohio 
who get a free Ohio ID will have their home state license 
revoked

○ Out of state students who register to vote in Ohio can vote 
by mail with the last 4 digits of their social or in-person with 
a passport

○ VoteRiders, a nonpartisan nonprofit, will help anyone get a 
free ID



4: Voter Education



4: Voter education

● Nonpartisan voter guide:
○ The League of Women Voters of Cincinnati Area 

offers a comprehensive nonpartisan voter guide 
for Hamilton County residents; includes 
information on both candidates and issues on 
the ballot

League of Women Voters
of Cincinnati Area



4: Voter education

● Sample ballots: 
○ VOTE411.org has a great sample ballot tool, 

which will populate almost everything on 
anyone’s ballot 

○ Hamilton County residents can view their 
sample ballots via the Hamilton County Board of 
Elections’ website

VOTE411.org

Hamilton County
Board of Elections



4: Voter education

● Additional voter education resources:
○ The UC Votes website has many nonpartisan 

voter education resources, including: 
■ Nonpartisan voter education webinars
■ Guides on voting disinformation
■ A “lines and voting” guide to help when 

experiencing issues while voting
■ A self-care guide to students maintain 

political involvement
○ We will post nonpartisan voter education reels 

regularly on the Center for Community 
Engagement’s Instagram: uc_cce

UC Votes website

CCE Instagram



Other Resources 
for Staff/ Faculty



Other resources for staff/ faculty 

● The UC Votes website has additional resources that you 
could use when working with students this fall: 

○ TurboVote flyer
○ Sample voter registration email
○ Sample syllabus language for voting
○ UC Votes student worker request form

■ Use this to request a mini voter registration or 
voter education drive

○ This presentation will be on the website 
● Keep in mind that you should never offer extra credit to 

students in exchange for registering to vote or voting
○ You can offer extra credit or incentivize checking 

one’s voter registration information
● Reach out to me directly if you are interested in learning 

about how to facilitate a civil dialogue about the election

UC Votes website



Questions/ Share out

Questions: 
● What questions do you have for me about 

helping students to become ballot-ready? 

Share-out: 
● How do you think you could incorporate this 

content within your interactions with students 
this summer and fall? 



Learning objectives

Are you able to: 
● Articulate the importance of assisting students 

with voting this election cycle?
● Help students to check their voter registration 

statuses?
● Assist students with registering to vote?
● Provide information to students on voting methods 

and voter ID?
● Help students to access voter education materials 

and resources?

So-so




